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PROLOGUE

This is the true joy in life, the being used for a purpose recognized by 
yourself as a mighty one; the being a force of nature instead of a 
feverish, selfish little clod of ailments and grievances complaining that 
the world will not devote itself to making you happy.

I am of the opinion that my life belongs to the whole community, and as 
long as I live it is my privilege to do for it whatever I can. I want to be 
thoroughly used up when I die, for the harder I work the more I live. I 
rejoice in life for its own sake. Life is no ‘brief candle’ for me. It is a sort 
of splendid torch which I  have got hold of for the moment, and I want to 
make it burn as brightly as possible before handing it on to future 
generations.”

- George Bernard Shaw

Thank you for taking the time to read my personal ethical design code. What started off 
as a requirement for my graduate school program (thank you Professor Linda Berkeley), 
evolved into a very personal project—one that I am very proud to have begun. I am of the 
firm belief that each and every individual who has been granted the privilege of being a 
designer should immediately do the following (if they have not already done so):

Define yourself. Define your worth. Define your ethics.

While those definitions may evolve over time, having a foundational understanding of 
each of the three will be instrumental to the growth of any designer. With that being said, 
here is my first attempt to codify my ethics; but before we jump into my personal 
ethical design code, I would like to share a quote that continues to inspire me to be the 
best go*damn designer that I can be.  

NEXT



POWER

TRUTH

BENEVOLENCE

CORE VALUES

STEWARDSHIP

There are four core values that serve to support my personal design code of ethics: 
Stewardship, Power, Truth, and Benevolence. 

I have an ethical responsibility to myself, my craft, my clients, and the world of 
which I am a part of. Stewardship means that I understand that I should use my 
design knowledge to provide the world with valuable, non-harmful, and impactful 
solutions to both simple and complex problems. If I fail to meet this definition, 
whether intentionally or unintentionally, or due to circumstances within or outside 
of my control, I have a moral responsibility to rectify my failing, albeit, without 
dangerously jeopardizing my own well-being.  

I must understand and respect the power that I wield as a professional designer. 
Power means that I acknowledge that the consequences of my design decisions 
may result in a positive or negative outcome for society and the environment — 
understanding this, I must do what is within my power to seek the creation of 
positive outcomes and discourage the creation of negative outcomes. A well-
defined decision framework (e.g. Saucier and Shariat’s goals, non-goals and anti-
goals) can help me identify whether or not I am using my power as a designer to 
achieve a positive outcome. 

I accept my role in pursuing positive outcomes for society in my work, both as a 
professional and a good Samaritan. Benevolence means that, using my design 
knowledge, I will make time to make a positive impact for society for the sake of 
compassion. How I choose to make said positive impact and the amount of time I 
choose to dedicate is at my own discretion. 

 I acknowledge that I am not and never will be omniscient. Truth means that I 
understand that there will be moments in my career that I will not know the answer 
to problems, but to the best of my ability, I must do my due diligence in order to 
properly and accurately define the problem and identify the most factually correct 
answer and the most moral outcome. 
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THE WIFE AND SON (A.K.A. ME)

THE DESIGN COMMUNITY

THE WORLD

THE PROFESSIONAL CIRCLE

STAKEHOLDERS

The key stakeholders to whom my code will apply are the following (and in order 
of prioritization):

I view myself as an extension of my wife and my son; without them, my existence 
holds little to no meaning. As an extension of these two, my obligation is to never 
place them in harm’s way — either by failing to provide for them financially or by 
creating a situation in which their health (either emotional or physical) is 
seriously threatened. 

The general public and the planet that they live on; I view the general public as 
individuals across the globe that I have no direct affiliation with other than our 
shared existence on the planet Earth. My obligation to The World is to never 
produce work that misrepresents/mischaracterizes any person for the sake of 
commerce, grossly discriminates against any individual or group of individuals, 
endangers the lives and well-being of society or largely contributes to the 
degradation of the Earth’s health. 

Individuals that fit into the Professional Circle do not practice the craft of design 
but share an association with me through employment; this includes clients, 
companies for which I work, and co-workers. My primary obligations to this group 
are to provide knowledge on best practices, be considerate of their thoughts/
opinions, define appropriate courses of action and provide sound advice and 
solutions that will yield a mutually beneficial outcome for their respective 
businesses, their constituents, and The World.  

 The professional design community comprised of design associations and 
individuals that I may or may not know personally; many members of said 
community have welcomed me, mentored me, and encouraged me. I am therefore 
obligated to be as honest and charitable to The Design Community as it has been 
to me and ensure that I am a responsible representative of the community. 
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ETHICAL GUIDELINES

The following 12 principles will act as the ethical code by which I will abide in my practice as a 
designer. I will update these guidelines as necessary to ensure that it is a current reflection of my 
ethical beliefs:

First and foremost, as an extension of my wife and my son, Carolina and Nicholas, I will not 
place my wife and/or my son in a situation that will cause them significant financial, physical, and/
or emotional harm. An example of a decision that could cause significant harm would be a 
decision that results in my loss of employment, leading to my inability to provide my wife and son 
with basic human needs, thereby subjecting them to grossly unfavorable and harmful conditions. 
In a situation in which I am capable of making the determining decision and my wife and son’s 
well-being is severely at stake, even if their well-being will result in the harm of others, I will place 
the well-being of Carolina and Nicholas first. 

I will not take my role as a designer for granted by being willfully ignorant of the potential impact 
and consequences of any decisions that I choose to make. It is my responsibility to pursue 
decisions that will yield positive outcomes and discourage the pursuit of outcomes that will have a 
harmful impact on society and the environment. 

I understand that in my pursuit of what is correct and morally right, I may make decisions that 
may lead to harm. Should I knowingly or unknowingly contribute to work which is found to be 
harmful, I will not deny my involvement in the work itself, but rather acknowledge my part in its 
creation. At the point of acknowledgement, I must reason the appropriate remedy, pursue it, and 
seek to minimize the chances of the harm being replicated in the future.

For any given work, I will conduct sound, thoughtfully executed research and utilize a 
developed decision framework in order to define the appropriate ethical outcomes associated 
with said work. It will be my responsibility to share my findings with any parties involved and 
encourage the pursuit of the determined, most ethical outcomes.  

I will not knowingly provide incorrect answers to clients, employees, or co-workers out of foolish 
pride, pursuit of profit or promotion, fear, or convenience, but in cases in which I have assessed 
that the correct answer will cause significant harm to myself AND others, I will unregretfully be 
required to deceive.   

I will not pursue work or willingly contribute to work that denigrates, misrepresents, or 
discriminates against any individuals or groups for the sake of commerce. I understand that each 
and every human being has a legitimate right to respect and freedom from being harmed or 
offended, therefore I will not partake in the practice of prejudice. 

I will respect others within and outside the design practice by not admonishing or ridiculing 
them for holding their own personal values unless I have determined their values to be grossly 
inconsiderate of the well-being of our society and the environment. 
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ETHICAL GUIDELINES

I will uphold the integrity of the design profession by not claiming the work of another designer’s 
as my own. Should I be made aware that my work has infringed upon the work of another 
designer, I will properly attribute credit to the work’s original creator.  

Unless I am providing services for a cause that I determine to be charitable, I will not 
undermine my value as a designer by participating in design work or challenges without a 
monetary exchange that best represents my professional value. Doing so would not only be 
disrespectful to myself as an individual, but the talents of the design community of which I am a 
responsible member. 

I will not allow my talent to be used to create outcomes that are unethical and cause harm to 
either society or the environment. My role as a designer is to be a trusted advisor, not just a pair 
of hands made available to do the bidding of those who choose to hire me. If I find myself in a 
situation in which I have determined that my talents are being used to pursue an unethical 
outcome, I will attempt to exit the situation at my own discretion. If I am unable to exit the 
situation before any harm is caused, as mentioned above, I will acknowledge my contribution and 
pursue a remedy that I have appropriately determined.

I will donate my time and talents to worthy causes such as design mentorship and lend my 
capabilities to non-profit organizations and communities that are in need of design services. The 
number of hours I choose to dedicate per year may fluctuate depending on my commitment to 
my family, my job, and my professional development, but I will, at a minimum, dedicate 100 hours 
per year.

I will share my personal design code with the design community at large and my close friends 
within the design profession. If I am ever lost on which direction to gravitate towards ethically, I 
will rely on the collective wisdom of those whose values closely mirror the values within my code. 
If I am ever in constant breach of my own code, designing work with unethical outcomes in 
complete impetuosity, I acknowledge the right of the community with whom I have entrusted my 
own personal code to pursue my expulsion from the professional practice of design. 

END

0 8

0 9

1 0

1 2

1 1

CONTINUED




